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Simon SC Tay is a public intellectual as well as an advisor to major corporations and policy-makers.  
 
He is Chairman of the Singapore Institute of International Affairs, the country’s oldest think tank and 
founding member of the ASEAN network of think-tanks. An independent, civic institution, the SIIA is 
ranked by an international survey a leading think tank in Asia. He is concurrently a tenured Associate 
Professor, teaching international law at the National University of Singapore Faculty of Law. He has 
also taught as a visiting professor at Harvard Law School, the Fletcher School and Yale University.  
 
Prof Tay is also Senior Consultant at WongPartnership, a leading Asian law firm of some 300 lawyers 
and with offices in Singapore, China and the Middle East, and practices that cover the key economies 
in ASEAN. He serves as independent director or advisor on boards for global companies, Mitsubishi 
UFJ Financial Group of Japan, the LGT Private Bank, and Eurex Clearing Asia (a subsidiary of the 
Deutsche Börse Group) and three leading companies in the region, Far East Organization and Hyflux 
Ltd of Singapore, and Top Glove Corporation of Malaysia. 
 
His previous corporate appointments include the Toyota Motor Corporation Global Advisory Board 
(2010-15) and as a Corporate Advisor to Temasek Holdings (2006-09). From 1992 to 2008, he served 
in a number of public appointments for Singapore, serving as Chairman of the National Environment 
Agency, reporting to the Minister (2002-08); an independent Member of Parliament (1997-2001). 
 
He is a prize winning author of fiction and poetry. In 2010, his novel City of Small Blessings was awarded 
the Singapore Literature Prize and his most recent collection of stories, Middle & First, was published 
this year. He also holds a Masters in Law from Harvard Law School (1993-94), which he attended on a 
Fulbright Scholarship and where he won the Laylin prize for the best thesis in international law.  

 

  

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
      
  Simon Tay 

       
  

Chairman,  

Singapore Institute of International Affairs   
          


